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not in a position to meet the child with the authority it
needs in order to be able to take its proper place in the world.
The teacher then, as a personality, has the delicate task of
avoiding the exercise of repressive authority, while at the same
time supplying that just degree of authority which belongs
to the adult, educated personality over against the child*
With the best intentions, no such attitude can be artificially
produced;  it can only come about in a natural way when
the teacher does his duty as man and citizen.   He musft
be himself an upright and healthy man, for a good example
remains the best pedagogic method.   But it is also true that
the very best method avails nothing if the man practising
it does not hold his position by virtue of his personality.
It would be altogether different if the only thing of importance
in school life was the methodical teaching of the curriculum.
That, however, is, at the most, only half the meaning of school.
The other half is the real, psychological education made
possible through the personality of the teacher. What this edu-
cation involves is the guiding of the child into the larger world,
thus widening the scope of the parental training.   The latter,
no matter how careful it may be, can never escape a certain
one-sidedness, for the milieu remains always the same.   The
school, on the other hand, is the first impact of the greater
world which the child has to meet, and it ought to help him
to free'himself to some extent from the parental environment.
The child naturally brings to the teacher a certain manner of
adaptation that he has learned from his father; he projects
a father-image upon him, as we say technically, with the
tendency to assimilate the personality of the teacher into
the father-image.   It is therefore necessary for the teacher
to approach the child personally, or at any rate to leave the
door open for such a contact.   If the personal relationship
of the child to the teacher is a good one, it matters very little
whether bis method of teaching is altogether the most modern.
For the success of teaching does not depend on the method, any
more than it is the exclusive aim of school life to stuff the

